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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING HOLLY’S HISTORY OF
SERVICE

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize my little town of Holly and, in par-
ticular, its commitment to its men and women
who have served in uniform. | am especially
proud to commemorate the Holly Area Vet-
erans Resource Center and its dedicated
members as they host a Welcome Home
event tomorrow for our troops and their fami-
lies.

Holly’s track record of service isn’t limited to
just one event on one day—far from it. Our vil-
lage’s commitment is absolute, as evidenced
by the namesake of the community center
where the Veterans’ Resource Center holds its
events: Lt. Karl Richter.

As a 23-year-old officer in the Air Force, Lt.
Richter became the youngest pilot to shoot
down a MiG over Vietnam. He would eventu-
ally fly 198 missions—the most out of any air-
man at the time—and would ultimately earn
the Air Force Cross, the Silver Star, and Pur-
ple Heart for his valor.

Lt. Richter was born and raised in Holly,
and the legacy of service that he exemplified
continues to live on in our community. The old
oak tree in the parking lot of Holly Elementary
School is ringed by dozens of yellow ribbons
noting which of our hometown heroes are on
active duty. Holly is also home to the Great
Lakes National Cemetery, where over fifty-
thousand of our nation’s veterans and their
family members have been laid to rest. At
their military funerals, it's common to see a
joint honor guard of Holly VFW and American
Legion members carry on their traditions with
a performance.

Lastly, together with local leaders and vet-
erans groups, my team led an effort to rename
our local post office. | believe service is the
greatest love letter you can send your country,
and at the Holly Veterans Memorial Post Of-
fice, we will soon be able to pay tribute to that
service each time we send letters of our own.

In short, Holly is a place that knows its vet-
erans. We’re proud to stand with them
throughout their entire careers—from that first
bus that takes them to boot camp until their
retirement and beyond. After all, when we
send folks to fight for us, we have a responsi-
bility to care for them and their loved ones for
the rest of their lives.

That said, we know that the return to civilian
life can be difficult. With its Welcome Home
event tomorrow, Holly honors the service and
sacrifice of veterans and their families. With a
parade, food trucks, and live music, we will
celebrate the folks who stepped up to serve
our nation. And through a commemorative pin-
ning for any veteran who served from 1955 to
1975, we will thank them for their willingness
to risk life and limb to defend our way of life.

Representing Holly is one of the greatest
privileges of my life. I'm proud to honor Holly,

so that its legacy of service can forever be re-
membered.

———————

HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DIAMOND JUBI-
LEE, OF SAINT TIMOTHY CATHO-
LIC CHURCH

HON. CARLOS A. GIMENEZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. GIMENEZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the 60th anniversary of the Diamond
Jubilee, of Saint Timothy Catholic Church in
Miami, FL. Saint Timothy was founded in
1960, and the church and parish have ex-
panded to include many members of Florida’s
26th Congressional District and beyond.

Saint Timothy Catholic Church not only pro-
vides a place of worship but also engages its
parishioners through outreach to give back to
the surrounding community. By distributing
food to the hungry and providing a wide range
of outreach services, the church exhibits the
strong passion it has for helping others. | am
very thankful for all the great work that Saint
Timothy Catholic Church and their parish-
ioners contribute to our community.

| congratulate all members of Saint Timothy
Catholic Church on their 60 years of commu-
nity. | look forward to their continued success
and prosperity in the future.

———

HONORING BILL McCARTHY, 2021
CENTRAL OHIO SENIOR CITIZENS
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE

HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, the Central
Ohio Area Agency on Aging will host its 45th
annual Central Ohio Senior Citizens Hall of
Fame induction ceremony on October 6 in Co-
lumbus. | am honored to commend to the
House one of this year's inductees: William
McCarthy of Marysville.

Bill is a mainstay of the Marysville commu-
nity. He started working at Wolgamot’s Drug
Store in 1949, the same year he graduated
from Marysville High School. He then earned
his pharmacy degree from Ohio Northern Uni-
versity, after which he purchased a share in
Wolgamot's. In 1971, after buying out the last
of his partners, he renamed it McCarthy Phar-
macy. McCarthy Pharmacy was a downtown
Marysville landmark for many years, famous
for its five-cent coffee.

Bill met his wife, Ruth, in 1949 while work-
ing at the pharmacy. They shared 63 years of
marriage until her passing in 2016. They were
long-time members of Trinity Lutheran Church
and committed delivery drivers for Meals on
Wheels programs in Marysville and Plain City.

Bill continues to serve Marysville in many
ways, including as a member of the G.L.
Kingsmore Scholarship Committee. He is
proud to be a 33rd degree Mason.

Madam Speaker, selection for the Central
Ohio Senior Citizens Hall of Fame is a high
honor accorded to seniors who have devoted
their lives to serving others. | am pleased to
join in the accolades for Bill McCarthy on his
induction and thank the Central Ohio Area
Agency on Aging for recognizing his many
sacrifices—and those of all of this years in-
ductees.

———

HONORING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LATINO CENTER
ON AGING

HON. CARLOS A. GIMENEZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. GIMENEZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the 30th anniversary of the Latino
Center on Aging (LCA). LCA was founded in
1991 and for decades has been a champion
of advocating on behalf of Latino senior citi-
zens by advancing and improving their quality
of life. The center has been able to support
and assist many members of Florida’s 26th
congressional district and beyond.

The Latino Center on Aging has success-
fully been able to carry out its mission through
various avenues such as media engagement,
testimony at public hearings, and conferences
that directly address the problems Latino sen-
ior citizens are faced with.

Additionally, LCA has implemented a weekly
radio show titled Para Mayores that has been
broadcasted for the last three years. During
the COVID-19 quarantine period, Para
Mayores contributed to the lives of many sen-
iors by providing them with timely and valu-
able information. This has become of signifi-
cant importance as many times, language and
cultural barriers impede seniors’ ability to ef-
fectively obtain the necessary assistance they
require.

As South Florida continues to see an ex-
pansion of Hispanic elderly residents in the re-
gion, now more than ever are LCA’s contribu-
tions and mission critical to the surrounding
community. | congratulate the Latino Center
on Aging on their 30 years of community and
contribution. | look forward to their continued
success and prosperity in the future.

————

RECOGNIZING HINDU HERITAGE
MONTH

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to join the many Hindu faithful in
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the United States in recognizing the month of
October as Hindu heritage month. The 8th
Congressional District is home to many fol-
lowers of this uniquely pluralistic religion, and
| wish to celebrate the Hindu community’s val-
uable contributions to my district and to our
state and country. | believe this acknowledg-
ment is especially timely, given the disturbing
rise of prejudice and racism in this country, in-
cluding Hinduphobia as manifested in hateful
speech and violent acts perpetrated against
Indian-Americans and Hindu houses of wor-
ship.

The Hindu religion dates back millennia and
has profoundly influenced both ancient and
modern cultures. lts message of religious tol-
erance, non-violence, and the universality of
the human experience was introduced to this
country in 1893 by Swami Vivekananda in his
landmark address at the World Parliament of
Religions in  Chicago, lllinois.  Swami
Vivekananda’s words of peace and his em-
phasis on self-perfection and service to others
sparked interest in the Hindu faith and contrib-
uted to the growth of Hinduism in the United
States. His spiritual understanding had a pro-
found influence on one of the greatest leaders
of the 20th century, Mahatma Gandhi, who in
turn inspired the important work of one of our
nation’s most revered leaders, Martin Luther
King, Jr., to advance the cause of civil rights
in the United States.

The Hindu faithful in our country include
physicians, lawyers, scientists, economists,
philosophers, artists, academics, business
leaders, government officials—and Members
of Congress. They are guided by Swami
Vivekananda’s call to service and respect for
all religions and all people. Madam Speaker, |
know all Americans of goodwill share these
beliefs, and today | would like to celebrate the
work of the Hindu faithful in building bridges of
understanding between all Americans, for their
important contributions to our economy and
our cultural and civic life, and for the part they
play in creating our wonderful and distinctively
diverse American experience.

————

HONORING SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL CENTENNIAL

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with the honorable Congresswoman
JACKIE SPEIER, Congresswoman ANNA ESHOO,
and Congressman MIKE THOMPSON in celebra-
tion of Soroptimist International reaching its
centennial on October 1, 2021. A global volun-
teer movement with over 72,000 members in
121 countries, Soroptimist, later named Sorop-
timist International, was established to advo-
cate for gender equality and human rights, a
mission that it has stayed true to this day.

Founded in 1921 when women were still not
permitted to join service organizations, Sorop-
timist began as an 80-member club in Oak-
land, California with a vision for a world where
women and girls were provided the resources
and support to achieve their individual and col-
lective potential. The club’s first project was
Save the Redwoods, confronting logging com-
panies, lobbying the legislature, and rallying
public support to designate a portion of the
forest as protected land, which remains today.
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Within 5 years, the organization, renamed
Soroptimist International, grew to 15 clubs
throughout the United States. In 1924, the first
Soroptimist club in Europe was founded in
Paris and fueled the establishment of clubs
throughout the continent. Several federations
were established across the globe from Aus-
tralia to Africa, leading projects to support ref-
ugees, secure housing for the impoverished,
assist individuals with disabilities, and provide
vocational training for women and girls. Unit-
ing these federations, Soroptimist International
Association was awarded consultative status
in 1950 by the United Nations Economic and
Social Counsel, an honor reserved for about
3,000 non-governmental organizations world-
wide. UNICEF also granted the organization
consultative status for service projects assist-
ing children in 1966.

Today, Soroptimist International includes 5
federations worldwide: Africa, the Americas,
Europe, Great Britain and lIreland, and the
South West Pacific. Their current priorities to-
wards achieving gender equity include strate-
gically addressing child marriage, female gen-
ital mutilation, domestic violence, rights of
older women, migration, and human traf-
ficking.

Madam Speaker, Soroptimist International
has continued to be an innovative leader in
promoting human rights and gender equity
worldwide. Through the unwavering dedication
of its many members and its continually grow-
ing network, the organization has never lost
sight of its original purpose to educate, em-
power, and transform the lives of women and
girls across the globe. Therefore, please join
me in congratulating Soroptimist International
for a century of inspiring work, and in wishing
them many more years of success.

—

HONORING THE CAREER OF JON
PRATT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF THE MINNESOTA COUNCIL OF
NONPROFITS

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Ms. McCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the distinguished career of Jon
Pratt on the occasion of his retirement as Ex-
ecutive Director of the Minnesota Council of
Nonprofits. During his more than three dec-
ades of nonprofit advocacy work and leader-
ship, Jon has made an enduring impact for
residents of Minnesota and has uplifted the
important and necessary work of nonprofit or-
ganizations across the country. As founder of
Minnesota Council of Nonprofits, one of the
largest statewide nonprofit associations in the
country, Jon created a space to meet the
needs of Minnesotans through the growing
nonprofit sector—a space which today serves
over 2,200 member organizations across the
state.

A lifelong Minnesotan, Jon began his career
as a lawyer in 1977, and in the following dec-
ade gained valuable experience through sev-
eral different jobs. He first organized a state-
wide lobbying program during his time at Min-
nesota Public Interest Research Group and
traveled the Midwest while learning the ins
and outs of foundation work as the regional
field director for The Youth Project, a founda-
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tion providing grants and assistance to grass
roots community organizations. And as cam-
paign manager for future U.S. Senator Paul
Wellstone’s bid for state auditor, he learned
how critical it is to engage government to
serve all Minnesotans. He then served as ex-
ecutive director of The Philanthropy Project
where he led a coalition advocating for an in-
crease in philanthropy efforts that benefited
disadvantaged people across the state of Min-
nesota.

It was these diverse experiences that led
Jon to convene a group of local leaders of
nonprofit organizations to establish the Min-
nesota Council of Nonprofits (MCN) in 1987.
Only the third such trade association of its
kind in the United States, MCN was launched
to fill the increasing needs of nonprofits
throughout the state, with the core belief that
sharing information and working together
across areas of common interest will be mutu-
ally beneficial and uplift the nonprofit sector as
a whole. Today, MCN hosts classes and net-
working opportunities for both new and estab-
lished organizations, helps groups secure
grants and other funding, facilitates a jobs
board to connect employers with those seek-
ing a job in the sector, and advocates for pub-
lic policy changes at every level of govern-
ment.

During his time with MCN, Jon was funda-
mental in helping elevate the status of Min-
nesota’s nonprofit sector by establishing
standards of excellence for nonprofits, co-
developing Grant Advisor—a rating tool for
those seeking grants that provides free and
honest feedback about the grant process, cre-
ating training programs and materials to
strengthen the service work of organizations,
and conducting years of research on the non-
profit sector to promote transparency and
positive change in the field.

| am grateful to have worked with Jon for
many years on key state and federal policy
issues as he led the way in advocacy work on
behalf of the Minnesota nonprofit community.
MCN was the largest employer group to sup-
port raising the state’s minimum wage, they
worked with the Minnesota Legislature to se-
cure a non-itemizer charitable tax deduction,
and through MCN’s Minnesota Budget Project,
led the charge to expand Minnesota’s working
family tax credit. Jon’s advocacy also spreads
beyond the immediate needs of the nonprofit
world as he has been a constant voice for
public good by opposing state voter ID bills
and supporting human rights and equitable so-
cial programs.

Jon has truly been a champion for non-
profits across the Nation and while his tremen-
dous leadership at Minnesota Council of Non-
profits will be missed by many, his lasting con-
tributions are sure to inspire the leaders and
public servants of the future. Madam Speaker,
please join me in honoring the exceptional ca-
reer of Mr. Jon Pratt.

———

HONORING RICHARD STAHL
HON. GREG STANTON

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the life and legacy of Richard Stahl,
who passed away on January 3, 2021. A com-
munity leader and LGBTQ+ advocate, Richard
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was a fearless champion for LGBTQ+ causes
and fought tirelessly to bring us one step clos-
er to eradicating HIV. Today, Arizona is a bet-
ter and brighter place for his presence among
us.

A New Jersey native, Richard had a pro-
found love for Arizona. Put best by Richard
himself, “l will retire here someday.” After
moving to the Grand Canyon state, Richard
immediately rooted himself firmly giving all his
time, heart, and soul to the betterment of our
community. Casa Ben Dita—his beloved
McCormick Ranch home—became a gathering
place for some of the premiere LGBTQ+ orga-
nizations in Phoenix—particularly Lambda
Legal, the oldest national legal organization
dedicated to working for the civil rights of the
LGBTQ+ community. Year after year, Richard
inspired so many and had a unique sense of
bringing people together for the common
good.

When Aunt Rita’s Foundation brought the
AIDS Walk back to Phoenix, Richard was one
of the first to jump in and support its success.
He also was relentlessly active in Aunt Rita’s
Red Brunch to celebrate World AIDS Day and
joined the Foundation’s Red Purse Club, gen-
erously donating his time, talents, and treas-
ure year after year.

His commitment to LGBTQ+ rights and the
eradication of HIV extended beyond excel-
lence in service and volunteerism. Together,
with community partners, Richard helped form
permanent financial legacies for the Southwest
Center for HIV/AIDs. His generosity trans-
formed the Southwest Center from a small or-
ganization to a thriving pillar of our community.
Richard showed that by giving, anyone and
everyone can change the world.

Today, the Southwest Center for HIV/AIDs
is known as Arizona’s premiere leader for fi-
nancially accessible, culturally competent,
LGBTQ+ friendly healthcare. For his lifetime
achievement, he received the Southwest Cen-
ter Philanthropist Lifetime Legacy Award and
was named a Partner for Life. In his honor,
the Center named its clinical trials division the
“Richard P. Stahl Research Wing”.

As we reflect how long we have come in the
work to eradicate HIV, there is no doubt our
progress was shaped by Richard Stahl. Ari-
zona owes him a debt of gratitude, and he will
be deeply missed by his friends, family, and
all those he uplifted with his positivity and un-
wavering support.

Madam Speaker, in this spirit of remem-
brance, | rise to honor the life and legacy of
Richard Stahl. | thank Richard, and Godspeed.

————

RECOGNIZING FEMALE LEADERS
WHO SHE LEADS AMERICA IS
HONORING AS CHRISTIAN
WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mrs. McCLAIN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor and highlight the work of some extraor-
dinary female leaders in our country who are
being honored by She Leads America as
“Christian Women of Distinction.”

For my constituents back in Michigan, | try
and lead by example through my faith and
commitment to public service. But many times,
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people don't look to Washington for their role
models. Fortunately, it does not take long to
find others guided by their strong moral com-
pass, faith, and commitment to selfless public
service. Today, | honor some of these women,
who through their tireless dedication, have
shattered glass ceilings and touched the lives
of countless individuals around the world. For
my part, | remain committed to defending reli-
gious freedom here in Congress to ensure
each of these women, and all of my constitu-
ents, never have to compromise their religious
beliefs in order to conform to whatever the
trending culture is at the moment.

Kathy Branzell serves as the President of
the National Day of Prayer Task Force. Dating
back to 1775, the National Day of Prayer en-
courages Americans to pray for the people
and today includes millions who attend 30,000
observances organized by 40,000 volunteers
all over the United States. Kathy is also the
founder and president of Fellowship and
Christian Encouragement (FACE) for Edu-
cators, and the author/coauthor of five books
on prayer.

Marilyn Hickey is a TV ministry pioneer for
women, with her TV and media ministry
broadcast around the world. Marilyn is a
peacemaker, teacher, and someone who has
personally shared her message of God’s love
and forgiveness in 138 countries, and her lec-
tures on healing and the Bible have broken
records for the largest public meetings ever
held in Egypt and Pakistan. In addition, her or-
ganization has actively been involved in meet-
ing humanitarian needs around the world.
Marilyn Hickey Ministry partners have helped
millions of individuals overcome setbacks and
practice Biblical principles.

Commissioner Jolene K. Hodder is the high-
est-ranking female officer in the Salvation
Army in the USA. She has a passion for lead-
ing women to Christ and then equipping, moti-
vating, and preparing them for effective min-
istry. Jolene is the author of two published
books and has worked across America and
overseas, serving all people without discrimi-
nation, wherever, whenever, and however she
can.

Dr. Alveda C. King, is a civil rights activist,
speaking out on issues that face society
today. She founded “Speak for Life”, a min-
istry mobilizing generations of pro-life advo-
cates that will boldly speak for life. She is the
daughter of the late civil rights activist Rev. A.
D. King and his wife, Naomi Barber King. Cur-
rently, Dr. King is a minister of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, serving as Pastoral Associate for
Civil Rights for The Unborn and Priests for
Life. During the years of the Civil Rights
Movement, Dr. King's family home was
bombed in Birmingham, Alabama, in the heat
of the struggle. “Daddy’s house was bombed,
then in Louisville, Kentucky his church office
was bombed. | was also jailed during the open
housing movement,” she recalls.

Dr. Jane Hansen-Hoyt serves as the Presi-
dent/CEO of Aglow International, a Christian
women’s organization of more than 200,000
women. The organization includes global lead-
ers who annually impact 17 million people. As
an international speaker and author, she chal-
lenges us to view each circumstance of life
from a Heavenly perspective. She also serves
on The Steering Committee of The American
Christian Leaders for Israel (ACLI).

Penny Young Nance is CEO and President
of Concerned Women for America (CWA), the
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nation’s largest public policy women’s organi-
zation. Prior to CWA, Penny served as a Spe-
cial Advisor for the Federal Communications
Commission, where she advised the Chairman
and Commissioners on media and social
issues. She is a graduate of Liberty University,
where she currently serves on their Board of
Trustees.

Bodie Thoene, is a world-renowned author
of 75 historical novels as well as an award-
winning screen writer and movie producer. Her
books have sold 35 million copies in 30 lan-
guages. She has won 8 ECPA Gold Medallion
awards for Fiction, more than any other author
in history. Bodie is, above all, a follower of
Jesus Christ. She is an American Patriot and
fervent supporter of the Nation of Israel, a
wife, mother and grandmother. Her movie, I'm
Not Ashamed, the true story of Rachel Joy
Scott, first martyr of Columbine, was a finalist
for GMA Dove Awards Most Inspirational film
of 2017.

Reverend Eve Nunez is a nationally recog-
nized faith-based leader most known for her
work as a child advocate and Hispanic com-
munity organizer. Her decades-long commit-
ment to these communities has earned her a
National Service Award from President
George W. Bush, the Martin Luther King Jr.
Award from President Barack Obama, the
Street Saint Award from Governor Janet
Napolitano, and many more.

Peggy Nienaber serves as the Vice Presi-
dent for Faith & Liberty overseeing the min-
istry programs that build strong alliances on
Capitol Hill. Peggy also serves as President of
the Capitol Forum Club, a meeting held inside
the U.S. Capitol. Peggy was also a NGO Liai-
son for the United Nations and participated in
the UN Commission on the Status of Women.

Shirley Dobson, is the honorary “Mom of
America.” Through her partnership with her
husband, Dr. James Dobson, in “Focus on the
Family” and “Family Talk” broadcasts, millions
of families have received the support and en-
couragement they need to navigate their daily
lives. Under her leadership and strong faith,
the U.S. National Day of Prayer enjoyed mas-
sive growth. Millions of Americans now take
their responsibility seriously to pray for govern-
ment leaders.

Madam Speaker, | hope these women know
full well the impact they have had on count-
less lives. These women are trailblazers, and
the example they have set will be followed by
people of my district, and many other Ameri-
cans, for years to come. | thank each of them
for their passion and commitment. This honor
is well-deserved.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF PROVIDENCE
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ON ITS 175TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Providence United Pres-
byterian Church in Scranton, Pennsylvania on
its 175th anniversary. According to the original
charter, it was the first Presbyterian church to
be founded in the Lackawanna and Upper Val-
ley. The occasion will be marked with a festive
celebration and service on Sunday, October 3,
2021.
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On July 27, 1846, residents of Providence
village gathered to discuss building a meeting
house. A vote determined that the meeting
house would be governed by the. Pres-
byterians. On October 5, 1846, the First Pres-
byterian Church of Providence, Pennsylvania
was organized. The first church building was
built on the corner of Church Avenue and Oak
Street, and the first meeting of the congrega-
tion took place on April 19, 1847. The house
was dedicated on July 25, 1849 with Rev. Jo-
seph Barlow as the first pastor. In 1862, a par-
sonage was added to the grounds, and a lec-
ture and bible classroom was added to the
church building in 1869.

In 1882, the congregation purchased land to
build a new house of worship. They sold the
parsonage to fund the cost of the new church
in 1884, and in 1886, the beautiful stone
church was completed and dedicated.

The faithful gathered and worshiped at 2020
North Main Avenue for almost a century. In
1971, the Providence Presbyterian Church
merged with the Suburban Presbyterian
Church to form the Providence United Pres-
byterian Church (PUPC). The congregations
joined together to bear witness to their faith
and serve their community.

The PUPC has been a pillar of the strong
and supportive faith community of the City of
Scranton for nearly two centuries. When the
Concord United Church of Christ closed its
doors, the PUPC welcomed its members into
their fold. From 2004 to 2008, the PUPC
shared worship and gathering spaces with
many area churches, such as Marywood Uni-
versity, Covenant Presbyterian Church, the
Presbyterian Church of Dunmore, Immanuel
Lutheran Church, and Throop United Meth-
odist Church. In 2008, the PUPC dedicated its
new church building at 1145 Providence Road
in Scranton.

Today, PUPC continues to grow and thrive.
The church welcomes the faithful of the City of
Scranton to practice their faith, fostering com-
munity and fellowship within the congregation.

| am honored to join with the congregation
of the Providence United Presbyterian Church
to celebrate 175 years of worship and commu-
nity and the essential role it has played in the
growth of Presbyterianism in Scranton. May
PUPC continue to be a mainstay in the Scran-
ton faith community and provide a safe and
welcoming place to worship for generations to
come.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH
BIRTHDAY OF ELSA FORTH

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mrs. Elsa Forth of Taylor,
Michigan on her 100th birthday. Her life of
courage and strength is worthy of recognition.

Mrs. Forth was born in the city of Belluno,
Italy on October 1, 1921, the second of twins,
to Andreas and Maria Da Rin. She spent sum-
mers in the village of Laggio di Cadore with
her sister Antonietta and brother Alvio. She
was educated at the Vatican at the sponsor-
ship of Father Albino Luciani—later Pope John
Paul I. Her hometown became a battlefield
during World War Il and Mrs. Forth played a
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major role in the operations of the Partisans
who fought alongside the allied forces against
the fascist Mussolini and Nazi Germany. Her
actions branded her a hero to those who know
her legacy in Belluno. She left her home after
being proposed to by a man with American
citizenship and moved to Melvindale, Michi-
an.

9 After taking time to learn to speak English,
she started working as a waitress at The Ve-
netian Inn in downriver. In good company with
the ltalian family who owned the bar, they
called her their “ltalian Hero.” She was quick
to make friends and was well beloved in her
new home. Tragically, she came home one
night to a drunken, jealous husband and came
face to face with a shotgun. She managed to
escape down the stairs of their small apart-
ment but was hit in her face and upper chest.
She escaped bullets in Italy only to fall victim
to gunshots in America.

Luckily, Mrs. Forth was able to get an ex-
perimental plastic surgery and was able to
heal quickly. Soon after, she met Raymond
Forth and they wed. Together they have one
son, Tony “Tone”. She was able to find work
in a technical industrial role where she re-
mained until her retirement at age 70. When
Tony joined the Marines, Mr. and Mrs. Forth
moved to a home in Taylor, Michigan. Today,
they live together in the renovate family home,
along with Tony’s wife, Antonette. Mr. Ray-
mond Forth passed away in 1983 Tony strug-
gles to keep up with his mother who remains
full of life, even at age 100.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me today in celebrating Mrs. Elsa Forth on her
100th birthday. Her story is one that inspires
all who hear it. | join with her family and
friends in extending my best and warmest
wishes to her on this special day. | am proud
to honor her life, her accomplishments, and
her invaluable contributions to our community
here at home and abroad.

————

WISHING KATHY CALDWELL, A
HAPPY RETIREMENT

HON. SYLVIA R. GARCIA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate and wish a happy re-
tirement to Kathy Caldwell, CEO of Legacy
Community Health Centers.

Our Houston community thanks Kathy for
her hard work and for her remarkable leader-
ship at Legacy and in our community at large.

Under her leadership, Legacy has expanded
exponentially.

What started as a small neighborhood clinic
has become a large organization employing
thousands of Texans serving Houston dili-
gently.

Our community will miss her.

We are certainly inspired by her work and
thank her for what Legacy will continue to do
for Houston.

This work has been particularly important for
low-income communities and communities of
color, including Latinos, which have been dis-
proportionately affected by the COVID-19
pandemic.

We wish her the best on her next steps.

| congratulate her on her retirement and
God bless.
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RECOGNIZING THE SIXTIETH ANNI-
VERSARY OF JOHNSON ESTATE
WINERY IN WESTFIELD, NEW
YORK

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
recognize the sixtieth anniversary of Johnson
Estate Winery in Westfield, New York and
congratulate the Johnson family for reaching
this tremendous milestone.

Three generations of Johnsons have farmed
what is now Johnson Estate Winery. After im-
migrating to Canada and attending Cornell
University, Frederick Johnson purchased a
circa-1822 home and farm along the banks of
Freelings Creek in Westfield, New York. He
planted various fruits like apples, peaches,
and concord vineyards, and named the farm
Sunnyslope Fruit Farm. He worked as an en-
tomologist with the Department of Agriculture
in Washington, D.C. and North East, Pennsyl-
vania, met his wife, and raised his family.

His son Frederick Spencer Johnson grew up
on the farm, served in World War Il as a naval
aviator, graduated from Cornell, and raised his
family overseas while working for Nelson
Rockefeller's various agricultural endeavors.
He returned to the farm in 1960, after his fa-
ther died, and removed the aging fruit or-
chards before being the first Western New
York Farmer to plant French hybrid grapes.
His favorite hybrid, Chancellor, is in the
winery’s famous Founder's Red. In 1961, he
opened the Johnson Estate Winery.

Frederick Spencer’s children inherited the
farm in 1998 and grew the winery with new
vineyards, construction of a finished goods
warehouse, and the introduction of new wines
like fruit, sparkling, and ice wines. In 2010,
Frederick Johnson, Jr. became the owner of
the farm and winery with his wife, Jennifer.
They renovated the century-old tasting room in
2011 and still live in the two-hundred-year-old
farmhouse. This year, they opened an outdoor
wine and food pairing location, Flight, as a
nod to Fred Sr.’s service as a naval aviator
and the love of aviation he shared with his
son, Fred Jr. Guests enjoy sights and smells
of harvest while savoring delicious wine and
locally-sourced fruits, curated cheeses, and
charcuterie boards.

Given the above, | ask that this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations and join me to
recognize the sixtieth anniversary of Johnson
Estate Winery in Westfield, New York. Con-
gratulations on this tremendous milestone.

———

CELEBRATING THE SEVENTH
BIRTHDAY OF BLAKE BURTON

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2021

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor one of my constituents, Blake Burton,
on his seventh birthday and to recognize his
resilient spirit in the face of unbelievable hard-
ship.

Iglake was diagnosed with leukemia at the
age of four and has been bravely battling it
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ever since. On several occasions, Blake’s con-
dition worsened, and his family feared that
they might be losing him. After countless sur-
geries, transfusions, needles, surviving being
on a ventilator, kidney dialysis, and three
failed stem cell transplants, his fight with leu-
kemia has now come to an end and Blake
was recently put into hospice care.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Blake’s family describes him a boy with a
zest for life who makes an impact on anyone
he comes in contact with. Despite a taxing
fight against leukemia, he always has the en-
ergy to stick up for the underdog—a lesson
we can all learn from.

On October 14, Blake will turn seven years
old having experienced more challenges than
most people will over the course of their entire

E1059

lives. We can all learn from Blake’s bravery
and strength, and | am honored to represent
him and his family as part of the 11th Con-
gressional District of lllinois.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in celebrating Blake on his seventh birth-
day and in honoring his courage, persever-
ance, and spirit.
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